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FUTURE PROCESS OF POLICY AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 


I think what I have to say here is very simple... 
simple and yet the crux of this conference. It is that, 
plainly, you and I want the same thing. We want to provide 
better homes in more comfortable communities for Canadians -- 
and we do not want to be off pulling in different directions 
about it. There is too much that we want to do, with the one 
taxpayer providing the resources, for that kind of inefficiency. 
I think we all accept that. And we are here to make improve- 
ments on how we get on, together, with a job that lies at the 
root of how well, or how badly, Canadians live in social 
comfort. 

The provinces have made clear enough here, and 
before this, that you want a better handle on federal housing 
policy, so that it fits more closely and easily into your dif- 
fering needs and priorities. That is reasonable. You want a 
continuing influence on the directions of the billion-dollar 
budget of CMHC and the legislative - policy impact of the 
National Housing Act. That is reasonable -- within reason. 
That is precisely what the federal government wants, so as to 


make federal housing policy as effective and responsive a 
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social instrument as possible for Canadians in their varied 
provinces and communities. And of course, to do that we can- 
not be speaking of a one-way traffic. 

The federal government needs to be aware of, and 
able to discuss, provincial housing and community planning 
policies. There have been as many major new programs launched 
without prior consultation by provinces as there have been by 
the federal government. The federal government has to know 
provincial planning and priorities in order to be able to fit 
in with them. We already do a very great deal of consulting 
and cooperating, in formal ways and endlessly between Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation and provincial housing 
hee au clones But we can do more. That is what this confer- 
ence is about. It is to put us on a high road whose traffic 
flows two ways -- or flows three ways, I should say, paying 
respect and concern for these places where our homes are 
built and where we all live, our municipalities. There is not 
a house built nor a community planned that is not part of a 
municipality. 

It is quite clear to me, as I am Sure it is to most 
of you, that a growing involvement of the municipalities is 
needed in major community-building decisions -- decisions that 
hit them, and thus individual Canadians, right where they live. 
I think, moreover, it iS inevitable. The trends are swinging 


that way. The individual Canadian, starting with the insti- 
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tutions closest to him, is exerting pressure on the kind of 
community and home - affecting decision-making that goes on. 
And we are here to respond. 

We have talked here these two days about how our 
levels of government can better fit policies, programs and 
planning together. We have discussed the federal proposals 
for three-year budgeting and roll-over, for removing shared- 
cost provisions from some programs. You have before you a 
federal recommendation for a comprehensive nation-wide study 
of just what the housing and community needs are in all parts 
of Canada -- a study to which the Federal government is pre- 
pared to commit $1.5 million. I have invited you to join me 
in a study of land markets, and in developing a plan of action 
to amass land and bring land costs down. And I have offered 
the resources of the Federal government beyond my own agencies 
the programs of other appropriate federal departments and 
agencies - in support of provincial action to meet housing 
needs of rural people and of native people. 

These are all useful initiatives, but I think we 
can go well beyond them. We can agree to set up a continuing 
process of consultation -- of effective consultation that pro- 
duces joint action -- at the political level and by officials. 
I mean to go beyond the current working relationships our 
institutions have now and to set up special machinery for con- 


sulting both on the broad lines of policy and on such vital 


40 Bait eft no exuesesq pnistexe at ne | 
.10 B@0p Ist prtlsm-notetoeb paizostis - emod Sas 1 
.baogest of sisi sis 

x0 wor tuods aysb ow? seelt eter bexlss evad oW 
brs ametpotq \eetoliog 312 setjed aso daeamyevop to elevel 
elavoqotq Isrebet oft beeawoeth sven oW .reddepos painasiq — 
-bersde paivemer 10% ,xevo-fior bas pattephyd ussy-seads 102 


8 voy syoted evad voY ,.emsxpoig emo moit snoleivorg tao05 
ybute obiw-noitsn evienediezqmoo s 10% nolssbnemmoses2 Istehst 
etieq [is mt evs abeon ytiadmmoo bas paievod ext tedw devt to 
~stq ef tnamnisvop [strobe eft doirw oF ybude 5 “9 sbstsD to 
em aiot of voy betivat svéd I .anoiiitm @,1% timmoo oF hezse 
noisos to aslq 6 pahigoleveb at buns ,stex%zsm bast to ybute & tk 
bexelto eve I hnA .mwob ateoo bacl potad bas basal eesms bade 
20ionsps awo ym Snoyed tnemnitsvop [sishat eit to aeniwo0RSst ads 
bas atnemtrsqeb Lstebet ateliqozgas zerito Io amstpotg edd 
ontavod tse of noksos Isitomivorg to sroqqua ai - esiton 
.elgqeeq svitsn to bas slqosq Isivx to ane 

sw Antic? I tud ,asvistsitinit iuteev [is sis seedT - : 
piivgnitnos 6 qu tea oF agipe ns. OW «mad broyed Liew « 8 
-o1qg ted+ noitstivenco svitostis to <= eer en: 
-@istottto yd bas Level Iesixttog eff IS: ae: lean ad aad 
1vo aqidenoitelex nied eee fal 91 
-noo x03 yxemidosm fstosqa ae 
istiv dove no er 


acne 


ee Liz 


specifics as the allocation of budgets, the design of housing 
programs, planning new or revived communities, banking land 
and so on. 

This regular and continuing machinery could be in 
the form of an annual meeting of Ministers -- along with, I 
would strongly hope, municipal participation, on housing and 
community planning. This meeting could be held each fall, 
when CMHC and provinces are preparing their next fiscal year's 
budgets. The meetings could be a part of, or attached to, the 
annual national tri-level conferences on urban affairs which 
I trust will be a continuing part of the national scene. 
Certainly there is no more important urban matter than the 
homes and neighbourhoods we live in. The next national meet- 
ing on housing could come in conjunction with the next National 
Tri-Level Conference on Urban Affairs, which is being prepared 
Lorenexcteycall. 

We can have officials work together on preparing 
for this meeting, identifying key issues, coming up with an 
agenda that promises concrete action in explicit areas. This 
possible joint committee of officials would also be a valuable 
instrument of continuing sharing of information and of views. 

As weil as such national tri-level consultation, 
the Federal government wishes to be responsive to particular 
regions. I do not mean any replacement of the province-by- 


province consultation that already goes on. I am thinking of 
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regular meetings of officials to discuss implementation of 
housing programs within regions. The federal government is 
open to suggestions for regional Ministerial meetings as well. 


Once again, we look to participation by municipal officials 


and elected representatives. 

I expect other Ministers will have additional ideas 
for making the activities of government in our field more 
rational. I offer what I have said above as a basic frame- 
work for taking on any and all suggestions and considerations, 
for a continuing joint examination of how to produce the best 


homes and neighbourhoods we can. 
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